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ELECTIONS

Entenza makes auditor 
bid in late filing scurry
IN NEWS, B2

B1-Valley

MANKATO — It’ll be a 
mostly quiet primary elec-
tion for Mankato voters 
on Aug.12, but there will 
be competition for all but 
a couple of seats in the 
city of Mankato and Blue 
Earth County in the Nov. 4 

general election.
A last-day filing created a 

race for the County Board 
District 1 seat, meaning 
only five-term incumbent 
Sheriff Brad Peterson is 
without an opponent in the 
four county races on the 
Nov. 4 ballot.

There are also a pair of 
candidates for Mankato 

mayor, for Ward 1 City 
Council and for Ward 5 
council.

Ward 3 Councilman 
Mark Frost is the sole 
candidate getting a free ride 
to re-election among city 
races. A 12-year veteran of 
the council, Frost is unop-
posed.

But the only Mankato 

or Blue Earth County race 
with more than two candi-
dates was for county attor-
ney (see story on Page A1). 
Those three candidates will 
be narrowed to two in the 
Aug. 12 primary election. 
Otherwise, the Nov. 4 ballot 
is already set in Mankato 
for all local races.

Blue Earth  
County Board

The two county board 
seats on the ballot this year 

are the two districts made 
up almost exclusively of 
Mankato residents. The 
more rural districts will be 
up in 2016.

Dreama Peterson of 
Mankato filed for the 
District 1 county commis-
sioner seat, creating a race 
with first-term incumbent 
Commissioner Drew Camp-
bell. Peterson didn’t return 
phone calls seeking com-
ment Tuesday afternoon.

The other County Board 
seat on the ballot — Com-

missioner Vance Stuehren-
berg’s District 2 — also 
became a competitive race 
this week when Reggie 
Edwards filed his candidacy 
Monday.

Mankato City Council  
Mankato voters on Nov. 

4 will be choosing between 
first-term Mayor Eric 
Anderson and challenger 
Bukata Hayes. In Ward 1, 
first-term incumbent Coun-

By Mark Fischenich
mfischenich@mankatofreepress.com

Competitive races loom in Mankato
Free rides in store for candidates in 
Nicollet County, Amboy, Lake Crystal

MANKATO — A man 
whose driving caught the 
attention of a Mankato 
police officer early 
Saturday morning is fac-
ing felony charges for 
allegedly threatening a 
woman, keeping her in his 
car against her will and 
leading the officer on a 
high-speed chase on Third 
Avenue.

The officer reported it 
was about 1:35 a.m. when 
the car first caught his 
attention while he was pa-
trolling North Riverfront 
Drive. It was traveling 
on West Lafayette Street, 
crossed Riverfront Drive 
and continued north on 
Third Avenue.

After the car switched 
lanes twice, the passenger 
door opened for sev-

eral seconds, the officer 
reported. A high-speed 
chase reaching 100 mph 
started on the north 
side of the Highway 14 
intersection after the 
officer attempted to stop 
the driver for speeding. 
The car stopped quickly, 
turned into a driveway ac-
cess for a business, drove 
northeast across a lawn 
and traveled past a large 
building before crashing 
through a wire fence.

Jaime Soto Jr., 23, of 
Le Center was arrested at 
gunpoint after he stopped 
in a field, got out of the 
car and started walking 
toward the officer, the 
officer reported. A crying 
woman was told to sit 
down with her hands on 
her head until another of-
ficer arrived at the scene.

With the closing of the 
Minnesota candidate filing 
period Tuesday, a number 
of area county races will 
be contested. Those races 
with more than two filers 
will be narrowed down to 
two candidates during the 
Aug. 12 primary election. 
The other races will be on 
the general election ballot 
in November.

BROWN COUNTY
Perhaps the most 

interesting filing in Brown 
County was Watonwan 
County assistant attorney 
Chuck Hanson entering 
the county attorney race. 
He will be challenging 
longtime Brown County 
Attorney Robert Hinnen-
thal. 

Hanson unsuccess-
fully ran for New Ulm City 
Council Ward 3 in 2012. 
He lost 950 to 831 to 
New Ulm Councilor Les 
Schultz.

Hanson is active with 
the New Ulm Chamber of 
Commerce and involved 
in numerous New Ulm 
organizations.

Hinnenthal practices 
law related to estate 
planning and administra-
tion. He has served as the 

county’s attorney since 
2009. He served 18 years 
as an assistant Brown 
County attorney before 
reaching his position.

In other Brown County 
races, Sleepy Eye resident 
Dean Simonsen will chal-
lenge Commissioner An-
drew Lochner for County 
District 4.

SIBLEY COUNTY
In County District 1, 

the candidates are Bobbie 
Harder, Matthew McCon-
nell and Jim Nytes.

In County District 4, 
the candidates are Joy 
Cohrs and Steve Gillaspie.

In County District 5, 
the candidates are Ed 
Begeman, Robert Ed-
wards, Norman Grams, 
Gary Kruggel and Mark 
Santelman.

In the county audi-
tor race, the candidates 
are Marilee Peterson and 
Lisa Pfarr.

WASECA COUNTY
In County District 4, 

the candidates are Richard 
Androli and Nancy Prehn.

In the county recorder 
race, the candidates 
are Jane Bluhm and Linda 
Karst.

By Dan Nienaber
dnienaber@mankatofreepress.com

By Josh Moniz
jmoniz@mankatofreepress.com

Woman rescued during
weekend high-speed chase

Brown County to see
race for county attorney 

Briefs

Blue Earth project 
near completion
MANKATO — Motorists in 
the city of Blue Earth will be 
able to drive Highway 169 
again as early as Saturday, 
weather permitting. 

The finishing touches on 
the new highway are being 
completed and the detour 
will be removed.

The contractor is also 
working to complete the 
resurfacing on the north 
end of Highway 169 at Blue 
Earth by June 13.

Farm Camp 
registration open
WASECA — Registration 
for the third annual Farm 
Camp Minnesota is now 
open. This year’s camp will 
return to Farmamerica’s 
Minnesota Agricultural 
Interpretive Center. 

Students entering grades 
3-6 are invited out for a one-
day full-farm experience.

This year’s camp will be 
held Aug.11-12. Attendees 
can pick either day to come. 
Both days will give children 
the opportunity to see 
livestock up close, including 
dairy and beef cattle, pigs 
and turkeys. They’ll also 
have a chance to learn about 
soybeans, corn and modern 
farming and technology.

Registration closes July 
25 or when spots are full. 
For more information or to 
register visit, farmcampmin-
nesota.org or call Crystal 
Paulson at 507-835-2052.

The Free Press

Wedding party  
takes the plunge
CROSSLAKE — It wasn’t 
just the bride and groom 
taking the plunge at this 
Minnesota wedding.

The entire wedding party 
lined up on a dock in Cross-
lake for a photo shoot about 
an hour before the wedding 
last weekend. But, the party 
of 22 was too much for the 
dock. And down they went 
into the lake. A couple of 
bridesmaids who were 
closest to shore made a mad 
dash off the dock. But, the 
rest ended up in waist- or 
chest-deep water.

As guests arrived for the 
wedding of Dan and Jackie 
Anderson, groomsmen 
and bridesmaids were still 
drying off. KMSP-TV said 
despite the lake plunge, the 
ceremony started just 10 
minutes late.

The Associated Press

Boy in Blue progress

Photo by John Cross 
Roger Ward (front) and Douglas Coopman fasten a panel of stone facing on to the fountain at the Boy 
in Blue Project at Lincoln Park. The project will eventually include a statue of a Civil War soldier. The 
monument is intended to replace an original Civil War memorial that included a fountain and statue of a 
soldier erected at the site in the 1880s and then removed in 1922 after it fell into disrepair. 
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For the second straight 
election, Democrats 
couldn’t find a candidate 
willing to tackle six-term 
incumbent state Rep. Tony 
Cornish, R-Vernon Center.

Cornish, a retired law 
enforcement officer and 
game warden, is the only 
area lawmaker who will get 
a free ride to re-election 
after a quartet of Democrats 

and one Republican jumped 
in on the final day of the 
two-week filing period to 
take on incumbent repre-
sentatives.

Cornish’s sprawling dis-
trict includes most of Blue 
Earth County outside of the 
immediate Mankato area 
but stretches from Water-
ville and Elysian to Madelia 
and St. James. After having 
a couple of close elections 
early in his career, Cornish 
won by 40 percentage 
points in a three-way race in 
2010 and was unchallenged 
in 2012. 

The Republican Party 
was mostly set in south-cen-
tral Minnesota by the end of 
last week, but a last-minute 
filing by Republican North 
Mankato City Councilman 

Kim Spears was required 
to provide an opponent for 
Rep. Clark Johnson, DFL-
North Mankato. (See story 
on Page A1).

Democrats, though, 
have some work to do. Pat 
Bacon, DFL-Fairmont, on 
Tuesday took on the daunt-
ing task of challenging Rep. 
Bob Gunther, R-Fairmont, 
who is on a 10-election 
winning streak. Bacon is 
a nurse practitioner and 
instructor at Presentation 
College in Fairmont.

Beverly Cashman, by fil-
ing Tuesday, made a contest 
in District 24A, which 
includes Waseca. Cashman, 
DFL-Owatonna, is challeng-
ing freshman Republican 

A second free ride for Cornish

By Mark Fischenich
mfischenich@mankatofreepress.com

DFL has no 
answer for 
Vernon Center 
rep, contests 
other area races 
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