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Thumbs up to the organizers who 
brought back the Boy in Blue monu-
ment as a tribute to the area’s Civil 
War veterans.

The new statue is a replica of the 
original Boy in Blue dedicated in 1893. 
It was unveiled last week at a cer-
emony for the community in Lincoln 
Park, one of Mankato’s most historic 
residential neighborhoods. 

Organizers raised $190,000 to bring the statute back. 
Local monument maker Tom Miller and contractor Ron 
Goodrich collaborated on the base surrounding the monu-
ment and the sculpture itself was cast by Alan Gibson, a 
Texas sculptor.

Local historian Bryce Stenzel and his sister Lori were 
instrumental in the effort and actually tracked down the 
blue prints of the original statue, which had been removed 
in the early 1900s after it had fallen into disrepair.

Fundraising got a big boost by a substantial sum do-
nated by Anne Chesley Herlihy.

It was a great fundraising effort for an outstanding proj-
ect that will be noted throughout the state and the country. 

It puts Mankato on the map as a place for history tour-
ism, and pays a fitting tribute to all the “boys in blue” who 
sacrificed to preserve the union.

Read, read and read more
Thumbs up to the start of summer 

reading programs. Packed full of fun, 
the programs offered through local 
libraries, businesses and some schools 
don’t feel at all like work for kids. 

The programs not only encourage 
kids to log lots of reading hours by of-
fering prizes, but at the same time the 
kids benefit by staying on their game. 
The more reading in the summer, the 

less back sliding and remedial work in the new school year.
The Mankato and North Mankato programs offer a list 

of summer events that keep kids entertained and at the 
same time they can replenish their supply of reading mate-
rial.

Sounds like a good way to spend the summer.

United Way reinvented
Thumbs up to the Greater Mankato 

United Way for taking a fresh approach 
to its annual fund drive. 

The area has always been generous 
and the United Way went many, many 
years meeting its annual goals, which 
were almost always higher than the 
previous year’s goal. But the past two 
years they fell slightly short. 

This year the volunteer group head-
ing the fund raiser set a goal a bit lower than last year’s 
and is focusing more on young professionals and retirees 
for donations. They plan on hosting more events that will 
be fun for younger participants.

It’s a good plan. Engaging younger people is vital for 
any group to have sustainability. And getting younger 
workers involved in things like the United Way is a win-
win, with the community benefiting and the young worker 
being exposed to more networking and opportunities.

Back to the field
Thumbs up to the apparent resolu-

tion of the standoff between the Min-
nesota Vikings and star running back 
Adrian Peterson.

The former MVP missed all but 
one game of last season after he was 
charged with abusing his son, and 
spent much of the offseason jockeying 
for either a trade or an increase in his 
guaranteed pay. While NFL contracts 

are notoriously one-sided, Peterson’s complaints rang hol-
low, considering that the Vikings paid him heavily while he 
was ineligible last season.

Peterson finally showed up for the optional “organized 
team activities” last week and said all the right things 
about his legal problems of last year. The Vikings and their 
fans hope that’s all in the past. 

And everybody involved should hope that his reliance 
on corporal punishment to discipline his children is in the 
past also.
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After a week on horseback helping 
my rancher friends with their annual 
cattle roundup, I boarded Amtrak’s 
Empire Builder in Havre, Montana, 
on Sunday and looked forward to 
resting my sore muscles for the 18 
hours it would take to reach the 
coast. As I settled into my sleeping 
compartment, the friendly porter 
handed me a complimentary bottle 
of water.

It did not take long to notice 
where that water had come from: 
California.

That’s one of the curiosities of the 
current drought in the state. While 
Gov. Jerry Brown is pushing munici-
palities to cut back on water use by 
25 percent, Nestle is still drawing 
water out of the ground and ship-
ping it off to the rest of the country. 
That makes about as much sense as 
growing water-thirsty crops, such 
as almonds, in the arid central part 
of the Golden State — which, of 
course, continues season after dry 
season.

As the world is observing, the 
biggest state in the Union has got a 
water problem. People around the 
country and the world are talking 
about “the California drought.” But, 
as a smart story by Los Angeles 
Times reporter Cynthia Barnett 
confirms, the water crisis is not just 
a problem for Californians, it is a 
problems for all Americans.

Start with wildfires. State and 
federal officials are warning that dry 
forests throughout the several states 
of the Great Basin are highly likely 

to burst into flames in the coming 
months, at great cost and tremen-
dous strain on firefighting capabili-
ties.

Then there’s food. It’s really the 
entire West that is dry, and though 
some ranchers, like my friends up 
on the High Line in Montana, may 
be able to cope with less water since 
they are far enough north to avoid 
the worst of the drought, the cattle 
industry further south could be in 
trouble. So, too, farmers, from Cali-
fornia to Oklahoma.

According to Barnett’s report, 
reductions in cattle herds in the 
West are being compensated for by 
bigger herds in places like Indiana, 
New York and other Eastern states. 
Future cuts in agricultural produc-
tion in California could be offset by 
increased production in the South. 
The problem with shifting cows and 

crops from the West to the East and 
South, though, is that water is not 
an endless resource in those areas, 
either.

The whole country needs to come 
to grips with the way we use water. 
Climate change is going to force the 
issue and the sooner we all confront 
the realities and all become good 
conservationists, the better off we 
will be. 

From ranchers and farmers to 
folks who have a swimming pool in 
their back yard and the many more 
who have a big, green lawn out in 
front, life is going to be very differ-
ent than it has been.

Pretending water use is just Cali-
fornia’s problem will not wash that 
hard truth away.

Two-time Pulitzer Prize winner 
David Horsey is a political commen-
tator for the Los Angeles Times. 

It’s not just California’s drought
By David Horsey
Los Angeles Times

A weekly sampling of what edito-

rial cartoonists are revealing about 

the world around us
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